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But he was certainly brave and right when he stood out for the
predominance of civil authority. When Rome passed into the
hands of the soldiers, it fell. My whole soul rises against the very
idea of the custody of my religion passing into the hands ofgoondas.
Confining myself, therefore, for the present to the Hindus, I must
respectfully but earnestly wain the thinking Hindus against relying
upon the assistance of goondas for the protection of their temples,
themselves and their wives and children. With the Weak bodies they
have, they must be determined to stand at their post and to die
fighting or without fighting. It would have been a glorious death
for Jamnalalji and his colleagues, if they had died in the act of
securing peace. It will be a glorious death for Dr. Moonje or me,
when we defend temples single-handed. That were bravery of the
spirit indeed.
But there are many less heroic things to do. We must find
out the true facts about Nagpur, I am in correspondence with
Dr. Moonje about it, I am wooing the Hindus and Mussalmans of
Delhi to let me know the root causes of the trouble there. I have
offered to arbitrate singly or in company. They have not yet re-
pelled my advances. There is no authentic story of the unfor-
tunate trouble. I must refuse to lose my head. I am not satisfied
that the Mussalmans alone are to blame for everything in every
place. I do not know what was the first cause. I do know that
an unscrupulous Press on either side is today poisoning the minds of
the simple Hindus and the simple Mussalmans. I do know also that
more poison is being spread in private conversations, and incidents
are exaggerated beyond all recognition. I am going to leave no
stone unturned to reach the bottom of this sea of darkness, doubt
and despair, A true statement of facts to date is the preliminary
indispensable to a correct solution of the tension that threatens to
paralyse all healthy public activity. My intense desire to reach a
solution of the trouble is not the least among the causes that have
impelled me to a complete surrender to the Swarajists and all con-
cerned.
Toung India, 18-9-1924